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The  Rural  District  Council 

of  Hemsworth. 


Annual  Report  for  1896, 

Presented  February  18th,  1897. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  for  your 
consideration.  In  that  of  last  year,  I ventured  to  predict  that  the 
various  sanitary  reforms  so  much  needed  in  your  District  would  lose 
nothing  under  the  guidance  of  what  was  then  a comparatively  new 
administration,  and  the  events  of  the  past  year  have  amply  justified 
this  prediction.  In  previous  reports  it  has  been  my  duty  to  draw 
attention  to  and  strongly  comment  upon  insanitary  conditions  of  the 
most  serious  character  with  but  little  or  no  result. 

It  is,  therefore,  an  encouraging  experience  to  find  that  the  new 
administrators  evince  a more  responsible  and  comprehensive  sense  of 
the  duties  of  their  position,  so  that  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  the  sanitary  reform  now  being  carried  out  will  favourably 
compare  with  that  of  other  neighbouring  Districts. 

Whilst  there  still  remain  many  evils  to  remedy,  each  year  seems 
to  bring  increasing  difficulties,  and  insanitary  conditions  to  deal  with, 
resulting  in  a corresponding  demand  on  the  time  and  consideration 
of  the  Council,  caused  by  the  increasing  population  of  the  Colliery 
Townships.  Ample  provision  is,  however,  afforded  by  the  various 
Public  Health  Acts  to  remedy  them,  and  I would  again  advise  the 
adoption  by  the  Council  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890. 

In  passing  on  to  the  sanitary  events  of  the  past  year,  the  most 
important  of  them  has  been  the  legalizing  of  the  Barnsley  Water  Bill, 
by  which  the  Townships  of  Hemsworth,  South  Kirkby,  South 
Elmsall,  Brierley,  Shafton,  and  South  Hiendley  are  guaranteed  a 
plentiful  supply  of  wholesome  water.  A recent  Local  Government 
Board  enquiry  for  sanctioning  borrowing  powers  has  advanced  the 
scheme  a stage  nearer  completion,  so  that  the  present  year  should 


see  the  necessary  works'  in  full  operation,  and  the  promise  realised  of 
these  Townships  obtaining  this  supply  during  189S.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  the  health,  cleanliness,  and  general  well  being  of  a 
colliery  population  in  particular  entirely  depends  upon  such  supply, 
it  would  indeed  be  difficult  to  emphasize  the  boon  that  will  be 
conferred  upon  them. 

The  Townships  of  Ackworth  and  Rvhill  during  the  year  have 
taken  an  increasing  advantage  of  the  public  supply,  with  which  they 
have  been  provided  by  the  Pontefract  Corporation  and  Barnsley 
Rural  District  Council,  respectively. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  regard  to  the 
supply  of  Great  Houghton  by  the  Dearne  Valley  Water  Company, 
owing  to  a decided  and  almost  unanimous  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants 
to  the  use  of  this  water.  Indeed  so  strong  is  their  objection  to  it, 
that  many  of  them  declare  that  if  compelled  to  connect  with  the 
mains,  they  will  not  use  it  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  reason  for  it  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  in  consequence 
of  the  recently  laid  mains  and  irregular  supply,  the  water  for  the  first 
half-year  strongly  tasted  of  tar  to  the  extent  that  it  was  quite  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes.  During  the  last  half-year  the  supply  has  been 
more  regular  and  constant,  so  that  the  tarry  taste  has  disappeared,  but 
the  prejudice  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  its  use  still  remains.  An 
exhaustive  enquiry  of  the  private  wells  used  for  drinking  purposes 
was  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  myself  during 
November,  when  the  majority  of  them  were  found  to  be  polluted,  a 
list  of  them  being  supplied  to  the  Council,  and  which  is  still 
under  their  present  consideration. 

The  following  Drainage  Schemes  have  been  completed  during  the 
year  —the  extension  of  the  Hemsworth  Drainage  Scheme  and  new 
out-fall  works  ; the  extension  of  the  Shafton  Drainage  Scheme  ; and 
the  extension  of  the  out-fall  works  at  Ryhill. 

The  Drainage  Scheme  for  Ackworth  has  been  commenced  and 
and  is  now  in  course  of  being  carried  out.  A scheme  for  the 
Drainage  of  South  Elmsall  and  Moorthorpe  is  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  so  that  both  these  schemes  will 
probably  b^  completed  during  the  year.  Therefore,  with  regard  to 
Drainage,  it  may  be  said  that  all  the  larger  Colliery  Townships  are 
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efficiently  drained  and  provided  with  the  requisite  out-fall  works  for 
the  purification  of  the  sewage  ; an  important  factor  in  promoting  the 
Public  Health  of  the  District. 

The  pollution  of  rivers  and  their  branches  by  the  sewage  of  the 
smaller  agricultural  Townships  may  soon  engage  the  consideration  of 
the  Council  with  the  view  of  preventing  this  contamination,  but 
beyond  mentioning  the  fact,  no  further  comment  is  necessary. 

In  previous  reports  it  has  been  my  duty  to  draw  attention  to 
the  urgent  need  of  systematic  scavenging  in  all  the  larger  Colliery 
Townships. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  mining  population,  and  as  a 
consequence,  the  large  number  of  houses  erected  to  meet  this 
demand,  scavenging  has  become  only  second  in  importance  to 
water  supply.  The  reason  of  it,  is  of  easy  explanation,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  colliery  tenant  is  remembered ; he  has  no  means 
of  emptying  or  disposing  of  the  contents  of  his  ashpit ; being  entirely 
dependent  on  the  convenience  of  a farmer,  or  anyone  else  to  do  it 
for  him,  resulting  in  the  overfill  ashpits,  the  accumulation  of  liquid, 
stagnant  filth  to  be  seen  in  most  of  the  Townships.  When  scavenging 
is  performed  by  farmers,  this  duty  is  oftened  neglected  during  the 
summer  months  when  more  frequent  emptying  is  necessary.  It  is  but 
natural  that  hay-time  and  harvest  claim  their  first  consideration. 

Hemsworth  and  South  Kirkby  are  the  only  Townships  in  which 
scavenging  is  performed  by  contract.  At  first  the  arrangement  made 
promised  good  results,  but  subsequent  experience  proves  that 
scavenging  by  contract  is  a failure.  I am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
efficient  scavenging  can  only  be  secured  by  each  Township  taking 
this  duty  upon  themselves.  Arrangements  are  now  being  made  at 
Hemsworth  with  this  intention,  and  which  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  Ryhill,  Ackworth,  South  Kirkby,  South  Elmsall  and  Great 
Houghton,  if  a similar  course  was  adopted  by  each  of  these 
Townships. 

Local  Government  Board  inspections  were  made  by  Dr.  Fletcher 
in  July,  and  again  in  October  by  Dr.  Pmece,  with  the  view  of 
enforcing  the  compulsory  scavenging  by  the  Council  of  those 
Townships  most  in  need  of  it.  The  decision  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  not  yet  been  received.  The  majority  of  nuisances 
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with  which  the  Inspector  has  to  deal  is  mainly  due  to  defective 
scavenging,  which  is  not  suprising,  when  the  extent  and  population 
of  the  District  is  remembered.  The  recent  appointment  of  an 
Assistant  Inspector  is  an  evident  fact  that  the  Council  realize  how 
defective  are  the  present  arrangements. 

During  the  year  plans  have  been  passed  for  the  erection  of  325 
new  houses  of  the  usual  colliery  type,  so  that  to  a certain  extent, 
overcrowding  has  become  lessened.  There  are  indications  that  this 
large  increase  will  be  maintained  during  the  present  year,  so  that  this 
evil  should  gradually  become  less  frequent  and  less  justifiable. 

Appended  are  the  usual  statistical  tables,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  highest  Birth  Rate  has  been  recorded.  The  Death 
Rate,  whilst  lower  than  last  year,  is  too  high  for  a Rural  District,  but 
which  is  likely  to  continue  until  the  District  is  supplied  with  plentiful 
and  wholesome  water,  and  a better  system  of  scavenging,  and  to  the 
same  cause  may  be  attributed  the  large  number  of  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea. 

Scarlet  Fever  is  again  responsible  for  the  majority  of  the 
notified  cases  of  infectious  disease.  During  the  last  quarter  of  1895 
this  disease  was  prevalent  in  all  the  Colliery  Townships  and 
continued  to  be  so  until  May  of  the  present  year.  During  this 
latter  period  the  Scarlet  Fever  Ward  at  the  Hospital  was  taxed  to 
its  utmost  limits,  so  that  a large  number  of  the  cases  were  under 
treatment  at  their  own  homes,  which  is  the  reason  why  the  outbreak 
was  so  long  in  coming  to  an  end.  The  Shafton  School  was  closed 
for  three  weeks  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease. 

There  has  been  a marked  decrease  of  the  number  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever,  29  cases  being  notified  as  against  42  during  1895. 
Impure  water  supply,  defective  drainage  and  general  insanitary 
surroundings  being  responsible  for  their  origin.  The  majority  of  the 
cases  occured  at  Hemsworth  and  Great  Houghton. 

In  conquence  of  an  exaggerated  representation  of  the  severity  of 
the  out-break  at  the  latter  Township  being  made  to  the  County 
Council,  an  investigation  was  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
during  July,  which  confirmed  the  report  previously  submitted  to 
the  District  Council. 

An  out-break  of  Diphtheria  at  Ackworth  School  during  February 
is  responsible  for  the  slight  increase  recorded  during  the  year. 
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Measles  of  an  epidemic  character  was  prevalent  at  Ryhill  arid 
Kirk  Smeaton  during  January  and  February,  necessitating  the  closing 
of  the  schools  for  three  weeks.  Special  reports  of  all  these  out-breaks 
were  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  West  Riding  County 
Council. 

On  referring  to  No.  12  of  the  statistical  Tables  it  will  be  seen 
a larger  number  of  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  than  last  year.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the1 
Hospital  is  growing  in  popular  estimation,  justifying  its  existence  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  as  well  as  giving  a better 
chance  of  recovery  to  those  admitted. 

The  Nuisance  Inspector  reports  that  of  429  nuisances,  409  have 
been  remedied,  the  remaining  20  being  added  to  the  1897  list.  They 
were  of  the  usual  character  and  need  no  further  comment.  Legal 
proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases  of  insanitary  ashpits  and 
ultimately  remedied. 

In  conclusion  I have  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
and  their  Officials  for  the  aid  they  have  rendered  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

February  18th,  1897.  G.  E.  COLEMAN. 
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TABLE  II. 


1892 

1893 

1894 

i895 

1896 

Deaths  under  1 

year 

•••  •••  ••• 

72 

107 

80 

104 

1 16 

,,  over  1 

year 

and  under  5 years 

35 

53 

41 

48 

37 

„ „ 5 years 

33  15 

1 2 

14 

20 

18 

I3 

» ,»  JS 

33 

ry  r* 

33  53 

15 

16 

1 1 

20 

24 

ry  r* 

33  33 

33 

3 3 j j 

56 

70 

52 

56 

60 

j ) n 6 5 

33 

and  upwards 

..  60 

58 

42 

54 

44 

Totals 

25° 

318 

246 

3°° 

294 

TABLE  III 

• 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1892 

1893 

1894  1895  1896 

1892 

i893 

1894 

i895 

1896 

Males  ...  329 

n 0 *7 
/ 

287  347  383 

126 

163 

I35 

l62 

164 

Females  277 

323 

333  334  336 

1 24 

T55 

hi 

I38 

130 

Totals  606 

650 

620  681  719 

25° 

318 

246 

3°° 

294 

TABLE  IV. 
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TABLE  VI. 
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AGE  MORTALITY. 
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upwards 
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upwards. 
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NOTIFICATION  ACT. 

List  of  Notified  Cases  occurring  in  the  Townships  during  1896. 
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Ryhill  - 
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TABLE  X. 

NOTIFICATION  ACT. 


Age  Record  of  Cases  Notified  during  1896. 


Small  Pox 

Under  5 
years . 

• • • 

5 years  and 
upwards. 

• • • 

Total. 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

72 

119 

Diphtheria 

1 

14 

I5 

Membraneous  Croup 

2 

• • • 

2 

Typhus  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

27 

29 

Continued  or  Relapsing  Fever 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

Cholera 
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• • • 

• . • 

Erysipelas 
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Measles 

• • • 
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• • • 

. German  Measles  ... 
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TABLE  XI. 

NOTIFICATION  ACT— MONTHLY  RECORD,  1896. 
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Diphtheria 

Membraneou 

| 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus 

Enteric  Fevei 

Continued  or  R< 
Fever 

01 

» ■ < 
c3 

S-i 

01 

O, 

01 

3 

Ph 

Total  1896 

Total  1895 

Total  1894 

January 

• 

1 

1 

1 

18 

4 

25 

• • • 

24 

February 

• • • 

7 

1 

. . . 

'j 

26 

• • • 

12 

March  - 

• • • 

2 

2 

22 

4 

30 

6 

12 

April 

. • • 

1 

1 

23 

6 

I 

32 

3 

9 

May 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

18 

2 

20 

5 

32 

June  - 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

7 

• • • 

7 

14 

16 

July 

• • • 

1 

. . . 

5 

4 

10 

7 

10 

August  - 

• • • 

1 

• . • 

n 

0 

1 

5 

6 

9 

September 

• • • 

1 

. . . 

2 

5 

8 

18 

7 

October 

• • • 

1 

• . . 
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TABLE  XII. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 
64  cases  admitted  during  1896. 


9 Enteric  Fever 


55  Scarlet  Fever 


Township. 
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Cases. 

Under  5 years  \ 

5 years  & upwards 

Fatal.  ) 
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5 years  & upwards 
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14 

1 
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1895 — 46  Cases  admitted. 

Enteric  Fever  Cases,  20 ; Fatal,  3 
Scarlet  Fever  ,,  26  1 
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